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Mustangs, it is my pleasure to recognize their
outstanding season and continued success.
This victory and accomplishment is an event
that these young ladies will remember for the
rest of their lives.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF ASSISTANT
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
CHARLES LEWIS

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Assistant United States Attorney
Charles Lewis and to honor his more than four
decades of federal service.

In 1973, Charlie began his career as a law
clerk to the Honorable Reynaldo Garza in
Brownsville, Texas. After completing his clerk-
ship, he joined the United States Attorney’s
Office for the Southern District of Texas.

Throughout his career, Charlie distinguished
himself as a tough and ethical prosecutor who
passionately represented the United States in
federal court.

Charlie’s career included positions as As-
sistant Director of the Attorney General’s Ad-
vocacy Institute in charge of training federal
prosecutors in criminal prosecutions; Coordi-
nator of the Presidential Drug Taskforce for
the states of Texas, Louisiana, and Mis-
sissippi; Coordinator of the High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Houston division;
Resident Legal Advisor to the U.S. Embassy
in Bucharest, Romania; and Prosecutor Rep-
resentative for the anti-terrorism advisory com-
mittee in Brownsville, Texas.

Charlie’s dedication to the prosecution of or-
ganized crime and drug trafficking resulted in
seizures of tens of millions of dollars of cur-
rency and property and the convictions of
many large-scale narcotics traffickers and cor-
rupt public officials.

Many of Charlie’s cases included investiga-
tions in multiple countries across numerous
federal investigative agencies, and took years
to develop and prosecute. Charlie was particu-
larly good at explaining complex cases to fed-
eral juries and applying the Racketeer Influ-
enced and Corrupt Organizations Act.

Charlie is particularly proud of the three
years he spent in Bucharest, Romania where
he helped reform the Romanian legal system
and served as the U.S. representative to the
Southeast European Cooperative Initiative
(now known as the Southeast European Law
Enforcement Center) which provides support
to member states to combat transnational or-
ganized crime and corruption.

Mr. Speaker, | thank you for the opportunity
to honor Charles Lewis and his more than four
decades of public service to the United States.
| join my colleagues in Congress in wishing
him and Mary, his wife of more than 30 years,
the best.
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IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JEF-
FREY WILSON ON HIS OFFER OF
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
ACADEMY
HON. ROBERT E. LATTA
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 13, 2015

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
Jeffrey Wilson of Perrysburg, Ohio has been
offered an appointment to the United States
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado.

Jeffrey’s offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Air Force Academy
this fall with the incoming Class of 2019. At-
tending one of our nation’s military academies
not only offers the opportunity to serve our
country but also guarantees a world-class
education, while placing demands on those
who undertake one of the most challenging
and rewarding experiences of their lives.

Jeffrey brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2019. While attending Lake Local
High School in Millbury, Ohio, Jeffrey was a
member of the National Honor Society and re-
ceived hockey and golf academic awards. In
addition, he received his Eagle Scout award
through the Boy Scouts of America.

Throughout high school, Jeffrey was a
member of his school’s hockey, golf and base-
ball teams, earning varsity letters in each. |
am confident that Jeffrey will carry the lessons
of his student and athletic leadership to the Air
Force Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Jeffrey Wilson on the offer of
his appointment to the United States Air Force
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. |
am positive that Jeffrey will excel during his
career at the Air Force Academy, and | ask
my colleagues to join me in extending their
best wishes to him as he begins his service to
the Nation.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE POLICE
TRAINING AND INDEPENDENT
REVIEW ACT OF 2015

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 13, 2015

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of The Police Training and Inde-
pendent Review Act, which | introduced earlier
today with colleague LACY CLAY of Missouri.

If enacted, the Police Training and Inde-
pendent Review Act would help ensure the
independent investigation and prosecution of
law enforcement officers in cases involving
their use of deadly force. It would also provide
sensitivity training for law enforcement officers.

America received a wakeup call last year in
Ferguson, Missouri. It received another in
Staten Island, New York.

It received yet another in Cleveland, Ohio,
and then North Charleston, South Carolina,
and more recently in Baltimore.
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Our nation faces sobering questions about
the basic fairness of our criminal justice sys-
tem. And we face sobering questions about
race. These questions simply cannot be ig-
nored.

For too many, for too long, justice has
seemed too lacking.

Precisely how long, and for how many—
these are numbers we ought to know, and it
is shameful that we do not. The fact that po-
lice departments are not required to report
data about when, where and against whom
they use deadly force is absurd. Even FBI Di-
rector James Comey has said it is, “ridiculous
that [he] can't tell you how many people were
shot by the police last week, last month, last
year.”

Last year, and again earlier this year, | intro-
duced the National Statistics on Deadly Force
Transparency Act to address this. The legisla-
tion would give both lawmakers and the public
the numbers we need to measure the prob-
lem, so we can figure out how best to address
it.

However, | rise today to talk about another
equally important step we can take, right now,
that does not require us to wait for more data.
We can remove the looming cloud of doubt
that hangs over too many instances in which
law enforcement officers use deadly force
against unarmed individuals.

We can stop asking local prosecutors to in-
vestigate the same law enforcement officers
with whom they work so closely, and whose
relationships they rely upon to perform their
daily responsibilities.

This is an obvious conflict of interest, and if
we are serious about restoring a sense of fair-
ness and justice, we must remove this conflict
immediately.

To be sure, the vast majority of prosecutors
and law enforcement officers are well mean-
ing, dedicated public servants, and we depend
upon them to keep us safe from criminals.
And they have dangerous jobs, as we have
seen all too frequently in recent months.

But the fact remains that some police de-
partments don't vet their patrolmen well
enough. Some allow wealthy supporters to be
reserve officers where judgment is lacking and
some don’t provide all appropriate training.
There are also some officers who go beyond
the law in a callous disregard for due process.

While we have seen charges against offi-
cers in North Charleston and in Baltimore, the
question remains: would they have been pros-
ecuted if we didn’t have video of the events in
question?

According to a recent Washington Post in-
vestigation, there have been, “thousands of
fatal shootings at the hands of police since
2005, [and] only 54 officers have been
charged. Most were cleared or acquitted in the
cases that have been resolved.”

| can’t stand here today and tell you wheth-
er each of these prosecutors was biased. But
what | can tell you is that there is a perception
of unfairness in certain kinds of cases, and
that perception is poisoning the public trust.

But we can fix this problem.

The Police Training and Independent Re-
view Act would give states a reason to do
what they should already be doing: require the
use of independent prosecutors when there is
an obvious conflict of interest. If states refuse
to use independent prosecutors for cases
against law enforcement officers involving their
use of deadly force, they lose federal funding,
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which can make up a significant portion of
their budgets.

| urge my colleagues to help pass this legis-
lation quickly, and help restore some much
needed faith in our criminal justice system.

| want to thank my colleague LACY CLAY for
his partnership on this bill. He is a tireless ad-
vocate on these issues, and | am honored to
work with him.

———
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
May 14, 2015 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
MAY 15
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
Closed business meeting to continue to
markup the proposed National Defense
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2016.

SR-222
MAY 19
10 a.m.
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation

To hold hearings to examine Federal
Aviation Administration reauthoriza-
tion, focusing on air traffic control
modernization and reform.

SR-253
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources

To hold hearings to examine S. 562, to
promote exploration for geothermal re-
sources, S. 822, to expand geothermal
production, S. 1026, to amend the En-
ergy Independence and Security Act of
2007 to repeal a provision prohibiting
Federal agencies from procuring alter-
native fuels, S. 1057, to promote geo-
thermal energy, S. 1058, to promote re-
search, development, and demonstra-
tion of marine and hydrokinetic renew-
able energy technologies, S. 1103, to re-
instate and extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a
hydroelectric project involving Clark
Canyon Dam, S. 1104, to extend the
deadline for commencement of con-
struction of a hydroelectric project in-
volving the Gibson Dam, S. 1199, to au-
thorize Federal agencies to provide al-
ternative fuel to Federal employees on
a reimbursable basis, S. 1215, to amend
the Methane Hydrate Research and De-
velopment Act of 2000 to provide for
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the development of methane hydrate as
a commercially viable source of en-
ergy, S. 1222, to amend the Federal
Power Act to provide for reports relat-
ing to electric capacity resources of
transmission organizations and the
amendment of certain tariffs to address
the procurement of electric capacity
resources, S. 1224, to reconcile differing
Federal approaches to condensate, S.
1226, to amend the Mineral Leasing Act
and the Mineral Leasing Act for Ac-
quired Lands to promote a greater do-
mestic helium supply, to establish a
Federal helium leasing program for
public land, and to secure a helium
supply for national defense and Federal
researchers, S. 1236, to amend the Fed-
eral Power Act to modify certain re-
quirements relating to trial-type hear-
ings with respect to certain license ap-
plications before the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, S. 1264, to
amend the Public Utility Regulatory
Policies Act of 1978 to establish a re-
newable electricity standard, S. 1270, to
amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 to
reauthorize hydroelectric production
incentives and hydroelectric efficiency
improvement incentives, S. 1271, to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to
issue regulations to prevent or mini-
mize the venting and flaring of gas in
oil and gas production operations in
the United States, S. 1272, to direct the
Comptroller General of the TUnited
States to conduct a study on the ef-
fects of forward capacity auctions and
other capacity mechanisms, S. 1276, to
amend the Gulf of Mexico Energy Secu-
rity Act of 2006 to increase energy ex-
ploration and production on the outer
Continental Shelf in the Gulf of Mex-
ico, S. 1278, to amend the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act to provide for
the conduct of certain lease sales in
the Alaska outer Continental Shelf re-
gion, to make certain modifications to
the North Slope Science Initiative, S.
1279, to provide for revenue sharing of
qualified revenues from leases in the
South Atlantic planning area, S. 1280,
to direct the Secretary of the Interior
to establish an annual production in-
centive fee with respect to Federal on-
shore and offshore land that is subject
to a lease for production of oil or nat-
ural gas under which production is not
occurring, S. 1282, to amend the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 to require the Sec-
retary of Energy to consider the objec-
tive of improving the conversion, use,
and storage of carbon dioxide produced
from fossil fuels in carrying out re-
search and development programs
under that Act, S. 1283, to amend the
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to repeal cer-
tain programs, to establish a coal tech-
nology program, S. 1285, to authorize
the Secretary of Energy to enter into
contracts to provide certain price sta-
bilization support relating to electric
generation units that use coal-based
generation technology, S. 1294, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy and the
Secretary of Agriculture to collaborate
in promoting the development of effi-
cient, economical, and environ-
mentally sustainable thermally led
wood energy systems, and S. 1304, to re-
quire the Secretary of Energy to estab-
lish a pilot competitive grant program
for the development of a skilled energy
workforce.
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Committee on Environment and Public
Works
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water, and
Wildlife
To hold hearings to examine S. 1140, to
require the Secretary of the Army and
the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to propose a
regulation revising the definition of
the term ‘“‘waters of the United
States’.
SD-406
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine how to safe-
ly reduce reliance on foster care group
homes.
SD-215
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, focusing on examining
EEOC’s enforcement and litigation pro-
grams.
SD-430
10:30 a.m.
Committee on the Budget
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Congressional Budget Office.
SD-608
2 p.m.
Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship
To hold hearings to examine proposed en-
vironmental regulation’s impacts on
America’s small businesses.
SR-428A
2:30 p.m.
Committee on the Judiciary
Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism
To hold hearings to examine body cam-
eras, focusing on whether technology
can increase protection for law enforce-
ment officers and the public.
SD-226
Select Committee on Intelligence
To receive a closed briefing on certain
intelligence matters.
SH-219
2:45 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Mileydi Guilarte, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be United States
Alternate Executive Director of the
Inter-American Development Bank,
Jennifer Ann Haverkamp, of Indiana,
to be Assistant Secretary for Oceans
and International Environmental and
Scientific Affairs, and Brian James
Egan, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser, both of the Department of State,
Marcia Denise Occomy, of the District
of Columbia, to be United States Direc-
tor of the African Development Bank
for a term of five years, and Sunil
Sabharwal, of California, to be United
States Alternate Executive Director of
the International Monetary Fund for a
term of two years.

SD-419
MAY 20
9:30 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

Subcommittee on Superfund, Waste Man-

agement, and Regulatory Oversight
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
scientific advisory panels and processes
at the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, including S. 543, to amend the Envi-
ronmental Research, Development, and
Demonstration Authorization Act of
1978 to provide for Scientific Advisory
Board member qualifications, public

participation.

SD-406
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